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And now, 0 sons, listen to me:
blessed are those who keep
my ways.
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DON'T FIND YOUR IDENTITY
IN YOUR WORK

SCRIPTURE: PROVERBS 16:13

Proverbs 16:13 “Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will
be established.”

Today we are going to talk about vocation. Vocation is defined as

“a particular occupation, business, or profession; calling. A strong
impulse or inclination to follow a particular activity or career.” It can
be closely related to our career or profession. But vocation takes it a

step further.

A career or a profession is something that you have to support
yourself and to contribute in some way to the good of the society.
You don’t need to believe in God to choose a career or a profession. A
person can pick, select and switch profession freely depending on his/

her preferences, strengths or circumstances.

When we talk about vocation, we look vertical and ask: What would
God have me do? What are my unique gifts? How can I impact the
world? In our culture, particularly in the North American church,
vocation and success are put up on a pedestal. Most of us long for joy

and purpose in our daily work and success as a result of our labor.

But what does it look like to live out a life of satisfaction and
fulfillment in our daily work in a culture that is primarily driven
by success? If we are never recognized for the good work we are are

doing, does that mean we chose the wrong path?
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Many men often are faced with the question: did I miss my vocation?

How do I find a job that will give me the identity I want? The Gospel
says no job will provide me with the identity I want, when in fact

the only identity that will ever satisfy or truly fulfill me, is found in
Christ. How can I know that I matter, that I am beloved, and the
decisions and positions that I take matter in the real world, apart

from work?
All these questions matter. And so does our labor.

But what if we were instead to come to these questions enacting our
true identity. What if we came to work ready, being already content
in who we are. Not longing for a false identity that we think work

will provide to us.

Mark Labberton, President of Fuller Seminary put it best when

he said in an interview “The measure of success in our culture is
find your vocation and become a success. But how the Bible would
talk about vocation is; find your vocation and live with faithful

abandonment to the grace and mercy of God.”

QUESTION 1: What do you think your vocation is? If you know

what yours is already how do you live that out?

QUESTION 2: How do you know when you have found it? What
does faithful work look like?
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I challenge you to reexamine your job and how it

impacts your identity. Set some perspective,

truths and goals for yourself and make them in

the light of Glorifying God.
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