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But I am afraid that as the serpent 
deceived Eve by his cunning, your 
thoughts will be led astray from a  

sincere and pure devotion to Christ.

Don’t be Lead Astray

2 Corinthians 11:3
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HOW CAN YOU BE THE SPIRITUAL 
LEADER OF YOUR HOUSE?
SCRIPTURE: EPHESIANS 5:25-31, 33, 2 CORINTHIANS 11:3

“But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, 
and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.” 
— 2 Corinthians 11:3

The Biblical model that God gave us of men being the spiritual 
leaders in the church and home is not being followed by many 
Christian men today.

Countless married Christian men have become “spiritual sissies.” 
These men have their tail between their legs, and their wives have 
them by the collar. Many of these men have allowed their wives to 
call all the shots, and they just follow them around like a lost puppy 
waiting for the next treat. In many cases, it’s not because the wife 
wants to act this way, but because she doesn’t have a choice; her 
husband simply isn’t stepping up. 

Don’t get me wrong: I am not being a chauvinist with these 
statements. Women have a significant role to play in God’s kingdom 
and the home, and they are equally gifted in many areas of ministry 
and the house. The Bible gives us many examples of women God 
used mightily for His kingdom.

But unfortunately, men are doing it all wrong! The stereotypical view 
of a Christian man today is someone who is too frail to stand up for 
their God, their marriage, and their family.
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Personal Testimony

When I was married, in 1990, my wife was far more mature than 
I ever thought about being. Some might say she still is. But since I 
became a Christian in 2003, our roles have reversed.

During the first thirteen years of our marriage, my wife was raising 
me. I mean that in the sense of the way you raise a child. She always 
had to mold me, scold me, and hold me just like a kid. And I came 
to the point where I liked it. The day before I got married, my mom 
made my bed. The day after I got married, my wife made it. I had just 
gone from one mom to the other. I was the biggest sissy around. My 
wife was my mom, not my soul-mate. She spent many years training 
me to become a man. It didn’t work too well because that isn’t the 
biblical model, and I think over time she finally stopped trying and 
just let go.

In the early years of our marriage, when people asked us about having 
kids, I would jokingly say, “She has to raise me first.” What I later 
realized was that it wasn’t a joke. Not a good way to be a biblical 
husband. 

“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united 
to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” (Ephesians 5:25-31)

After I accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior, I began to read what 
the Bible says about being a good Christian husband. What I found 
was that I wasn’t even close to the biblical model, and neither were 
most of the men I’d met in church. But after reading about what kind 
of husband I needed to be, I found out quickly, that doing it was 
different than knowing it. I had thirteen years of bad habits to get rid 
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of and an old, comfortable routine that would draw me back way too 
often.

Becoming the husband that God wants me to be, thus far has been 
the biggest challenge for me in my Christian walk. I have made a lot 
of mistakes and have let my wife down more than once. So, for me to 
start trying to assert my newfound “spiritual head of the household” 
attitude...well, it was going to take time, a lot of prayer, and tangible 
actions that were much different than what I had shown in the past.

The Vicious Cycle of Insanity

“Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own 
wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her 
husband.” (Ephesians 5:33)

In my marriage, as well as many Christian marriages, there is a 
misunderstanding of the text Paul gives the Ephesians about marriage. 
He tells men to love their wives as Christ loved the church and to love 
their wives as they love themselves. He then tells wives to respect their 
husbands.

Unfortunately, the way that we tend to read this passage is like this: 
“I will love my wife when she respects me.” And the women read it 
as “I will respect him when he loves me.” This causes us to live in the 
vicious cycle of insanity.

You have husbands and wives, arms folded, back-to-back, telling each 
other that they will do what God commands when the other one 
breaks and starts doing what they are supposed to do. In other words, 
there is a reward for obedience and consequences for disobedience. 
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That’s not what Paul was talking about! 

In verse 25, Paul says” love your wife as Christ loved the church!” 
The way that Christ loved the church was sacrificially, till death, even 
when He knew not everyone loved Him! In the same way men, we 
are to love our wives sacrificially. In other words, we love our wives 
whether she respects us or not! That’s true sacrifice!

So, men, love your wives! Start doing something different than what 
you are currently doing. Stop the vicious cycle of insanity! Sacrificially 
love her. Give up YOUR time to spend it with her. Give up YOUR 
hobbies, to share in her hobbies. Give up YOUR rest to give her rest.

What you will see over time is respect! The closer you get to looking 
like Jesus through His word, prayer, and lifestyle, the more she will 
respect you! Make this your goal: Out serve your wife!

QUESTION 1: Are you a Godly Leader in your home? Are you 
passive in your role as a husband?

QUESTION 2: Do you think your wife would like to you to take 
your place as an active Godly husband and be the help mate she was 
create for?

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jody Burkeen is the founder and president 
of MAN UP! Gods Way Ministries.
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I challenge you to examine your role as 
husband, pray for God to show you what you 
need to change what you need to growth and 

what you need to stop to be a reflection of Him 
in your marriage.

CHALLENGE
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CONGRATULATIONS...NOW WHAT?

So you’ve finished the Uncommen Husband Devotional and by now 
you are probably high-fiving, passing out some fist bumps and feeling 
pretty good about yourself. We are right there with you in celebrating 
your commitment in becoming an Uncommen Husband. Are you 
ready for the next level?

APPLICATION
Reading inspirational content is one thing, but applying that concept 
is another. We’d like you to take all of the lessons you’ve learned 
during your time in this devotional and make a list of what you are 
going to do to apply some of these principals to your life.

GROWTH
Have you been inviting people to your group? I challenge you to 
invite one man who you think would benefit from being part of this 
group to your next meeting. Get out in the community as a group 
and start to invest into people where they need you the most.

SUPPORT
Do you enjoy and believe in what Uncommen is doing? We’d like 
to ask everyone in your group to prayerfully consider committing to 
signing up for a small on-going donation (no amount is too small), 
that would help us reach more men around the world. 

Thank you and Stay Uncommen!

DONATE NOW
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